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Course information

Course Description

Prerequisite (s)

Course Credits: 4

Contact Hours: 58 hours

Class Time: 8:30 - 10:20

Instructor: TBA

This course provides an introduction to Different contract procedures adopted on civil engineering

projects. Topics covered include types of contract in civil engineering, general conditions of contract,

insurances, and tender procedures. The powers, duties, and functions of the engineer and his

representative are also considered. Students will understand types of civil engineering contracts;

contract risk and contract responsibility; the application of contract documents; and general conditions

of contract; contract specifications; bill of quantities and methods of measurement; principles and

types of insurance; procedures for competitive bids or tenders; cost estimates, methods of pricing, and

rate fixing; and claims on civil engineering contracts etc. by learning this course.

N/A



Learning Objectives

Methodology

Methodology Hours Hours of work

During class

Hours of work

After class

Lectures 50 88 hours (60%)

Practice teaching 8

Assessment 30

Personal study 30 68 hours (40%)

Tasks 22

Practical teaching preparation 10

Bibliographic search 6

Total 156 88 68

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Acquire and evaluate information of civil engineering practices;

2. Explain the contract procedures used in civil engineering projects;

3. Ability to identify, formulate and solve common civil engineering problems about civil

engineering contracts;

4. Explain the general conditions of contract for civil engineering and construction works;

5. Ability to claim and apply for an arbitration while dealing with special cases in civil

engineering.



Textbook (s)

Tasks and Evaluation

Civil Engineering Contracts: Practice and Procedure, by Charles K. Haswell and Douglas S. de

Silva , Second Edition ISBN 10: 0-408-03201-4

3Quizzes 30%(10% for each)

Midterm Test 30%

Final Exam 40%

According to the Soochow University Classroom Attendance Policy, class attendance is required.

Students who miss the class for more than 2 times will get a penalty as 15% deduction from the

cumulative grade. If the instructor reports a student’s frequent missing of class to the Soochow

University Academic Administration Office, the student might get a written warning and might be

prohibited from attending final exam.

Assignments and quizzes are based on the course contents and questions discussed in class.

Assignments should be completed in a T-account format. Every quiz is around 20-minute long. All

quizzes must be completed before the due day. There will not be make-up quizzes.

Tentatively, midterm test will cover lec 1-10. The final exam will be in the last class. Every test is

around 2-hour long. Note that there will be NO make-up tests and exams. Only non-programmable

calculators can be used in the tests and exam. Any attempts to use electronic devices like

cellphone, iPad, iWatch, laptops, etc. will be seemed as cheating.



Rating system:

1. Assessment

2. Grading Scale

Course Content

Week Lecture Topics Dues %
1 1 The philosophy of the contract system in civil

engineering
2 Contract promotion

3 Contract promotion(Cont.)

4 Tutorial 1

2 5 Types of contract

6 Types of contract(Cont.)

7 Contract risk and contract responsibility
8 Tutorial 2 Quiz 1 10

3 9 Contract documents and their application

10 General conditions of contract

ASSESSMENT ITEM PERCENT OF FINALGRADE

Quizzes 30% (10% per quiz)

Midterm Test 30%

Final exam 40%

A+ 96-100 A 90-95 A- 85-89

B+ 82-84 B 78-81 B- 75-77

C+ 71-74 C 66-70 C- 62-65

D 60-61 F < 60



11 General conditions of contract(Cont.)
12 Tutorial 3

4 13 Specifications
14 Specifications(Cont.)
15 Bill of quantities and methods of measurement
16 Tutorial 4

5 17 Midterm Test 30

18 Bill of quantities and methods of

measurement(Cont.)

19 Insurances
20 Tutorial 5

6 21 Insurances (Cont.)
22 Tender procedure

23 Tender stage

24 Tutorial 6 Quiz 2 10

7 25 Powers, duties and functions of the engineer and his
representative

26 Qualifications
27 Duties of the engineer's representative
28 Tutorial 7

8 29 Engineer's estimates, methods of pricing and rate
fixing

30 Engineer's estimates, methods of pricing and rate
fixing(Cont.)

31 Claims
32 Tutorial 8

9 33 Claims(Cont.)

34 The nature of arbitration and related procedure

35 The dispute in civil engineering contracts
36 Tutorial 9 Quiz 3 10

10 37 The arbitration process



38 The ICEArbitration Procedure
39 Final exam review
40 Final Exam 40

University Regulations and Services

Soochow University highly values the academic integrity and aims to promote the academic

fairness, honesty and responsibility. Any academic dishonesty behaviors and any attempts to cheats

and plagiarism will be reported to the university administration office. A written warning and the

relevant penalties will be imposed. The record might be shown on the official university transcript.

Soochow University also highly respects students’ accommodation for disabilities and religions.

You might contact the Student Accessibility Office if you have any questions, concerns or if you

would like to report any offensive behaviors.

Note:

Please contact the University Administrative Office immediately if you have a learning disability, a

medical issue, or any other type of problem that prevents professors from seeing you have learned

the course material.


