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Course Information

Course Description

Prerequisite(s)

Course Credits: 4

Contact Hours: 58 hours

Class Time: 8:30 - 10:20

Instructor: TBA

Course Format: Online

This course is designed for beginners or near beginners of Japanese to learn four basic skills:

listening, speaking, reading and writing. It offers an introduction to Japanese culture as well.

Students will explore Japanese culture in various topics and cultural activities throughout the

course, too. Attention that this course is mainly taught in Japanese. At the beginning of the course,

some English could be used. But by the end of the course, all the teaching activities will be

conducted entirely in Japanese.

None



Learning Objectives

Methodology

Methodology Hours Hours of work

During class

Hours of work

After class

Online Video 50 88 hours (60%)

Online Forum Discussion 8

Assessment 30

Personal study 30 68 hours (40%)

Tasks 22

Practical teaching preparation 10

Bibliographic search 6

Total 156 88 68

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

Improve Listening and Speaking Skills:

1. Understand and orally participate in daily conversations;

2. Use the vocabularies and grammar structures learned in the class to exchange

information regarding daily life, school life, shopping and etc.;

3. Practice and correct pronunciation with the help of the instructor and their peers.

Improve Reading and Writing Skills:

1. Read and write simple Japanese;

2. Apply Japanese vocabularies and grammar in reading texts and writing compositions;

3. Read and write simple dialogues with given topics;

4. Read and write the Japanese phonetic alphabets, Hiragana and Katakana and a limited

number of Kanji.

Comprehend Japanese Culture: Learn and explore the Japanese culture.



Textbook(s)

Tasks and Evaluation

An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese by Eri Banno, Yoko Ikeda, Yutaka Ohno, 2nd

Edition, The Japan Times Press, 2011.

Participation 10%

Oral Tests 30% (15% for each)

Compositions 30% (15% for each)

Grammar Tests 30% (15% for each)

Students are required to attend online classes on the scheduled time. Missing classes without

permission will lead to decrease in overall grade.

 Missing less than two classes: no penalty.

 Missing more than two classes: 7% will be taken off from the overall grade.

Online forum discussion is required. Students are required to post at least one question and answer

at least one question on the forum weekly.

Online Tutorials are mandatory. Students will read and discuss academic articles provided.

Students will also discuss the case studies for the week’s lectures. Each Tutorial will be 1 hour.

All exams will be held online and the time of each exam will be limited to 1 hour. Exams must also

be taken at the scheduled time. There will be no make-up exams.



Rating System:

1. Assessment

2. Grading Scale

Course Content

ASSESSMENT ITEM PERCENT OF FINALGRADE

Participation 10%

Oral Tests 30% (15% for each)

Compositions 30% (15% for each)

Grammar Tests 30% (15% for each)

A+ 96-100 A 90-95 A- 85-89

B+ 82-84 B 78-81 B- 75-77

C+ 71-74 C 66-70 C- 62-65

D 60-61 F < 60

Week Lecture Topics Dues %
1 1 Course Introduction

2 Hiragana (dots/circles)
3 Hiragana (double consonants/long vowels)
4 Hiragana (double consonants/long vowels) (Cont.)
5 Katakana Grammar Test 1 15

2 6 Numbers
7 Time and telephone numbers
8 Time and telephone numbers (Cont.)
9 Question sentences

10 Relevant expressions about location



3 11 Oral Test 1 15

12 Verb conjugation
13 Noun & verb
14 Verbs with places
15 Time references Composition 1 15

4 16 Suggestion

17 Frequency adverbs

18 Expressions whether an item exits

19 Describing where things are

20 Past tense (Noun) Grammar Test 2 15

5 21 Verb conjugation (Past tense)

22 Past tense (Verbs)

23 Time & particles

24 Adjectives conjugation (present tense) Compositions 2 15
25 Oral Test 2 15



University Regulations and Services

Soochow University highly values the academic integrity and aims to promote the academic

fairness, honesty and responsibility. Any academic dishonesty behaviors and any attempts to cheats

and plagiarism will be reported to the university administration office. A written warning and the

relevant penalties will be imposed. The record might be shown on the official university transcript.

Soochow University also highly respects students’ accommodation for disabilities and religions.

You might contact the Student Accessibility Office if you have any questions, concerns or if you

would like to report any offensive behaviors.

Note:

Please contact the University Administrative Office immediately if you have a learning disability, a

medical issue, or any other type of problem that prevents professors from seeing you have learned

the course material.


