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Course information

Course Description

Course Credits: 4

Contact Hours: 54 hours

Class Time: 8:30 - 10:20

Classroom: P316

Instructor: TBA

This course provides an in-depth exploration of human cognition, focusing on both

classic and current issues. The study of cognition relies heavily on experimental

research designed to test models and theories of cognitive processes, and we will

explore both behavioral and neuropsychological approaches to data and theory.

Topics will include attention, perception, multiple memory systems, encoding and

retrieval processes, the role of knowledge, language, and reasoning.



Prerequisite(s)

Learning Objectives

N/A

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Develop understanding on concepts and theories of cognitive psychology;

2. Connect psychological assumptions to personal experience and social life;

3. Apply scientific methods in data collection and analysis;

4. Enhance academic writing skills;

5. Design and conduct a group research study of their own;

6. Think critically and scientifically about everyday cognitive problems;

7. Generate effective solutions for themselves.



Methodology

Textbook(s)

Methodology Hours Hours of work

Face-to-face

Hours of work

Non Face-to-face

Lectures 40 78 hours (60%)

Practice teaching 8

Assessment 30

Personal study 30 68 hours (40%)

Tasks 22

Practical teaching preparation 10

Bibliographic search 6

Total 146 78 68

Cognitive Psychology: Connecting Mind, Research, and Everyday Experience - E. Bruce

Goldstein

Cognitive Psychology by Robert J. Sternberg and Karin Sternberg. 2012, six edition. Wadsworth,

Cengage Learning.



Tasks and Evaluation

3 Assignments 30%

3 Exams 30%

Group Presentation 15%

Final Exam 25%

According to the Soochow University Classroom Attendance Policy, class attendance is required.

Students who miss the class for more than 2 times will get a penalty as 15% deduction from the

cumulative grade. If the instructor reports a student’s frequent missing of class to the Soochow

University Academic Administration Office, the student might get a written warning and might be

prohibited from attending final exam.

Assignments and quizzes are based on the course contents and questions discussed in class.

Assignments should be completed in a T-account format. Every quiz is around 20-minute long. All

quizzes must be completed before the due day. There will not be make-up quizzes.

Tentatively, midterm test will cover lec 1-10. The final exam will be in the last class. Every test is

around 2-hour long. Note that there will be NO make-up tests and exams. Only non-programmable

calculators can be used in the tests and exam. Any attempts to use electronic devices like

cellphone, iPad, iWatch, laptops, etc. will be seemed as cheating.



Rating system:

1. Assessment

2. Grading Scale

Course Content

ASSESSMENT ITEM PERCENT OF FINALGRADE

Assignments 30% (10% per assignment)

Exams 30% (10% per exam)

Group Presentation 15%

Final Exam 25%

A+ 96-100 A 90-95 A- 85-89

B+ 82-84 B 78-81 B- 75-77

C+ 71-74 C 66-70 C- 62-65

D 60-61 F < 60

Week Lesson Content

1 1 Course Introduction

2 Why Do We Study the cognitive psychology?

3 A brief history of cognitive psychology

4 How cognitive psychologists study the mind

5 A review of neural processing

2 6 Physiological techniques
Exam 1

7 Theories of pattern recognition



8 The Gestalt approach

9 “Intelligence” and perceiving the world

10 Models of selective attention

3 11 Exam 2

12 Divided attention

13 Visual attention

14 Modal model of memory; sensory memory

15 STM vs. LTM
Group Presentation

4 16 Properties of STM; problems with the model
Exam 3

17 Working memory

18 Declarative LTM

19 Encoding; storing information in the brain

20 Retrieval; encoding specificity

5 21 Memory for personal experiences

22 How memory is “constructed”

23 Situation models, conversation, and effects of culture

24 Final Exam Reviews

25 Final Exam



University Regulations and Services

Soochow University highly values the academic integrity and aims to promote the academic

fairness, honesty and responsibility. Any academic dishonesty behaviors and any attempts to cheats

and plagiarism will be reported to the university administration office. A written warning and the

relevant penalties will be imposed. The record might be shown on the official university transcript.

Soochow University also highly respects students’ accommodation for disabilities and religions.

You might contact the Student Accessibility Office if you have any questions, concerns or if you

would like to report any offensive behaviors.

Note:

Please contact the University Administrative Office immediately if you have a learning disability, a

medical issue, or any other type of problem that prevents professors from seeing you have learned

the course material.


