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Soochow University 

ARTH 1125 History of Modern Art 

Course Outline 

Summer, 2020 

This course provides a general introduction to the European-American art works 

from late 19th century to early 20th century. The course discusses the major art 

works (paintings, architectures and sculptures) and their historical and cultural 

practices throughout the period. The focus will be on impressionists, abstract 

expressionists and conceptual art. The course requires no prior knowledge in art 

or art history. 

Course Information 

Contact Hours: 54 hours 

Credits: 3 credits 

Course Prerequisite: n/a 

Instructor: TBA 

Course Objectives 

Upon successfully completing the course, students will be able to: 

1. Appreciate the art works of modern western art and describe the 

characteristics of the art works 

2. Identify the significances of the modern art works and associate them with the 
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art movements of the 19th century and 20th century, and the historical, social 

and cultural context 

3.  Apply the knowledge of art history to analyze art works observed in daily life, 

in art gallery and museum 

Textbooks/Materials 

(HMA) H. H. Arnason. (2010). History of Modern Art, 6TH Edition. Pearson. 

(WAA) H. M. Sayre. (2009). Writing about Art, 6th Edition. Pearson. 

Attendance Requirements and Academic Integrity 

Students are required to attend classes on the scheduled time. Missing classes 

without permission will lead to decrease in overall grade.  

⚫ Missing less than two classes: no penalty. 

⚫ Missing more than two classes: 7% will be taken off from the overall grade.  

Exams must be taken on the scheduled day and location. There will be no makeup 

exam for summer sessions. 

Soochow University values academic integrity, respect, fairness, honesty and 

responsibility. Students must be aware of and comply with Soochow University’s 

Academic Integrity policies. Any cheating, falsification, plagiarism, impersonation 

or any attempting to commit the above will be reported to the university’s 

administration office. Any academic dishonesty behaviors will be kept on record 

and students will be punished according to the rules. 

 



Soochow University 

Evaluation and Grading 

Participation and Homework 20% 

2 Essays 10% for each 

Midterm Test 25% 

Final Exam 35% 

 Total: 100% 

Homework will be given on a regular basic in order to reinforce the understanding 

of specific skills and they should be submitted to the course website. Students will 

be given a list of essay topics and be required to write their essay independently. 

Essays should be handed in via the course website and in 12 font size, double 

spaced format. 

Midterm Test will be held on the middle of the class while the Final Exam will be 

on the last day of the class. More details will be informed in class. 

Soochow University’s grading scale is shown as the following: 

Letter Grade Score Grade Grade Point Average 

A+ 95-100 4.0 

A 90-94 4.0 

A- 85-89 3.7 

B+ 80-84 3.3 

B 75-79 3.0 

B- 72-74 2.7 
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C+ 68-71 2.3 

C 65-67 2.0 

C- 60-64 1.7 

D+ 55-59 1.3 

D 50-54 1.0 

F < 50 0.0 

 

Course Topics 

1. Week of June 8th: 

Course Introduction and Overview 

Introduction to Modern Art 

Realism and impressionism 

Post-impressionism 

Fauvism and expressionism 

2. Week of June 15th: Essay 1 due (10%) 

Cubism 

Dada 

Neoplasticism and Bauhaus 

Surrealism 

Architecture from 1850’s to present 
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3. Week of June 22nd: Midterm Test (25%) 

Midterm Test 

Architecture from 1850’s to present 

Literature from 1800 to present 

Dance from 1890’s to present (Isadora Duncan, Marie Wigman, Martha Graham, 

Merce Cunningham, Pina Bausch, Johann Kresnik, Sasha Walz, Batsheva) 

4. Week of June 29th: Essay 2 due (10%) 

Intellectual history from Medieval to present (Copernican model, Enlightenment 

optimism, Freud, Nietzsche, Marx, positivism) 

American art before WWII 

Abstract expressionism 

Art in postwar Europe 

Pop art and Nouveau Realisme and Abstraction in the ‘1960’s 

5. Week of July 6th: Final Exam (35%) 

Conceptualism and activist art and Post-Minimalism 

Post-modernism and Neo-expressionism and contemporary art 

Final Exam Review 


